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UM EDUCATION SUMMIT LANDS IN WHITEFISH 
MISSOULA —
The next Montana Summit of The University of Montana will be held Wednesday 
through Friday, July 20-22, at Kandahar Lodge in Whitefish. This year’s topic is “The 
Federal Government’s Role in K-12 Education: Who Wins? Who Loses?”
Developed by UM Provost Lois Muir and the academic deans, the event is designed to 
inform and advance public discourse on important issues confronting civilization. The first 
summit, titled “The Governance of Public Lands,” was held in summer 2003.
The Whitefish summit will bring together many national education and policy leaders. 
The event kicks off with a Wednesday evening dinner during which UM School of Education 
Dean Paul Rowland will discuss how the government’s role in education relates to educators, 
policy-makers, parents, the business community and taxpayers.
On Thursday morning, Susan Frost, senior adviser to former education Secretary 
Richard Riley, will give a presentation titled “Why Did the Federal Government Become More 
Involved in K-12 Education?” This will be followed by roundtable discussions in which the 
group discusses the federal role in K-12 education prior to 2000.
Patricia Chlouber, regional representative for the education secretary, will present “The 
Current Role of the Federal Government in K-12 Education” Thursday afternoon. Attendees
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will then discuss who wins and who loses with the present level of federal involvement.
On Friday morning, participants will examine what role the federal government should 
play in K-12 education in the future. This session will be videotaped, and a DVD will be 
produced for national distribution to educators and education policy-makers.
Participants in the 2005 Montana Summit include David Mathews, former Department 
of Health, Education and Welfare secretary; Russlyn Ali, director of Education Trust West; 
Charles Coble, vice president for policy for the Education Commission of the States; David 
Beaulieu, president of the National Indian Education Association; Krista Kafer, former senior 
analyst for the Heritage Foundation; and many other education leaders and policy-makers.
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